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McNeel Mill, Mill Point
The 198] Pioneer Days souvenir badge features the McNeel Mill which
scands beside U. 5. Route 219 st Mill Point.
Mill Point had a fort to proteet the settlers in the area from the Indiens
before it had & mill. It is known it was there at lenst by 1774 and called
Fort Dey st that time. A family by the name of Day had a cabin on the hill

sbove the Mill. They later settled on the head of Willinms River. Joshua
Bockley is said to have helped build the fort and it was known es Fort
Buekley alse. Valentine Cackley [Knckley or Keckley] came from near
Wischester about 1778 and the fort and community became known as
Cackley. The post office of Cackley was established Feb. 7, 1822, with
Valeotine Cackley as postmasier. The post office of Mill Point was
established in 1835, The name came from the hill pointing off between the
mern of Stomping Creek [not Simmping, according to Richard
Valentine Cackley snd his brother, John, built the first mill here soon
efier 177E. The two were sons of Jacob Eackley nnd the family were
farmers nnd millers near Winchester. John returned to Frederick County
und lster went 4o Ohio. The name was Coguelin, a French name, when the
family came from Rotterdam to Philadelphia in 1736. Kersheval's History
of the Shenandoah Valley says John and Valentine were big boys and good
Court records show that in 1791 William Taylor, a poor infant, was
assigned to learn the art of blacksmithing by Valentine Cuckley at his mill.
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The mill was o round pole [as differentisted from hewed timbers| X
structure with ene run of small stones. Water was the propelling power. '.. ' q

In 1808 Mr. Cackley ndded a sawing apparatus and he thus became mot

only the bullder of the first grist mill but of the first saw mill as well. The - !
water for these mills came from the spring and McNeel Run above the 1
present rock quarrr.near Stella Cloonan’s and not from the wpring that N l
furnished the water for the mill now standing,

The Cackleys sold this frst upper mill in 1634 to Sampweon Lockhar: 11t
Mathews, who married Nancy Edgar. He was County Surveyor and was | |
the grandfnther of the McClintic family; he is buoried on the hill
overlooking Mill Point.

The land was later bought by [sanc McNeel, who buill the present mill

sometime around 1880. Joe McNeel, the present owner of the mill and ! illl
grandson of lsame, says the mill stones, which were used to grind the
cornmeal, eracked corn and buckwheat, were imporied from France. Ther
weighed a thousand to 1500 pounds and had to be sharpened every two

vears with n specinl chisel as the grooves had to be precise. It took 1%
minutes to mnke one revolotion--if it went too Iast it scorched the meal. A

water box over the wheel fed the right amount of water, directing the o J_‘,'l

excess over the side, and a gate at the race also regulated the flow of

wWater. I )
The trunking to bring the water to the mill was first made of bull pine

and was an open trough. The water went from the race over the penst
and dropped into the turhine. When this turbine was changed to th
present overshol water wheel, round metal trunking to carry the water
installed. A beiler, taken off of a traction engine, nided in dry times.

The mill last ran in 1941. Guy Dalton was the lasi miller, for abo
fifteen years, There was a flash flood on the head of Stomping Creek in {
1935 and it washed the creek so badly t.lh;ly never could get it bullt back fo i
run the water through the race properly.

In this flood of 'Bﬁgthe water came within 3 or 4 inches of the platform
where the grinding rocks were set. A house washod off of its foundations
and a blacksmith shop washed entirely mway [someone siole the anvil
following the flood). In the ﬂ the rais Moated on boards-it was 3ord ,

rais came back. ! -~

Feﬂx:::.ﬂ“mm or four hundred yards there was a mill, known ss 88 3 [
lower mill, erecied by Valentine Cackley, Jz., s son of the picoeer alre J o .
nmd.ﬁmmnmthwe:mﬂ]ﬂthilhmﬁﬂwulpplﬂmﬂr B
somewhat later than the present upper mill. There was & wool ©
mmhinclhﬁ,ﬁhmﬂ]mlu:rmndudmuﬂhr‘h‘“:ii _ |
lmﬂr.ﬁiﬂoﬂdlmmhedmtuuﬂlﬂnn-ndmyuﬂ \

building fell in. —Katherine McClure Be
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B " | FAILURE OF THE FARM BOARD| /= %%
" ; gLD GR]ST H"""'S i2'|! Walter Parker shows clearly and | ' 3

.

| 1§ years, disd ab
reizanburg, Viegin- Undar the saption “Onr Old Grist | foraibly why the-Farm Board has

yrulng, Ootober 21, [ Mille," Charles. Carpenter wriles-ajfalled—the Farm Board which was
41l 3 week, -Ha |plece for tha November numbar af [Mr. Houver's atlempt to keep hia
smburg the.nlght |the West Virginia Review, Ha writes. campalgn. pladge.to provide “‘rollel""
a3 follows aboub the McNeal mill-at |for the farmers. -Mr. Parker mar-
noon the tunardl | Milipoint, Pocahontas County: -~ *"7|shals conclgsive Tacts and fgures to
o the Methodist |+ “One old overshot grain mill In demamstrate  the Hoovor half-billion
lters taking ‘part | West Virginla, barclng accidental de dollar place ‘of lurnituce. has done
. ey, G. G Ollver, |structlon, will likely stand many|mors harm than good; that It has
Neel, of Boanoke;|years yat. This is the McNeel mill procesded on the "blundering . theory
of Covinglons and |at Mill Point In the Gresnbrier Val- | that rellef must ba provided by redu-
¢ of Marrisonburg. |lay. This mill was built by an ances- |cing production instesd of enlarging
jow Cemetary: - Soltor of Judge Georga W. MeClintie, of | markets; that Instead of encouraglog
cragation of friends [the United States Distrlet Courb for [buyars I has placed handivaps in
rell was packed to|southern West Virginis, an d- re-|their way: that It hax falled to real-
~oukl mot get In- | malned fn the ownershipof the Mo-|lza that ita function should bave been
the third ehlld |Clintic family ‘until after the Clviljone of salesmanship instead of limita

1. W. Brill, of Mar-| War. The' house In which Judge|tion of production.
tarn in . Hampshire | MeClintic was born stands on the lt- | - Note cotton, for example. In 1028-
. 1537, Of & fam- | tle hill jost above tha mill. 29 the last year of fres markets un-
,, hie s thasacond | “A former mill a2t this location was|hampered by tha Farm Board, the
irs. W. Lex Davls, | bullt by Valentine Cackley, and " the | United States furnished 60 per cent
;an a year since. [place was. long - known aa  UCsckley|of tha world's consumplion of raw
¢ 5 J. Bexrode, of [ Town. - Workonthe pressnt mill was|ootton; In 1030-31, after two years af
Ira Crider, Swift|started just’' before -the Clvil War.| Farm Hoard. “relief,'"" the United
hers. Rov. R. L. |Some work was done on the mill dur- |States fornishedonly - 45 par cenl,
sz, W. 0. Brill of|ing the war, but it was not completed |On the other .band, In thoss Lwo
Fiopd M. Beill, of {until about=a year after hostilitles|years, cotton grown outsids the|
had ceased. - Bince then, except when | United States bought by splopers| - .
Mizs Lura Moore, |undergolng repalrs, the mill has been | Increased from 40 to 56 percent, As PODAHONTAS TELERHONE Gﬂ.
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Irof. John 5:|oparated without Interruption. -The| Mr. Parker says, “splnners buy raw i
ton. Thelr home |mill is at present owned by Dr. M. [cobtton produced in any ecountry. J. M. Bean, Maxaomn
siz childran, Mar-|W. McNeel of Hillshoro, Pocshontas| Hence when attempts are made to Marlinton, W. Va, 5
sue, Mildred, Lois{County. The miller iz J. C. Wehb, |hold the price of United States cot- t

whio lives at 8111 Polnb. ton above a world price, many spin- . I
rieen years he was| “Tha orlginal water-whes! of this [ners just turn to cotton produced In A PRAYECR :
burch of his fath-|mill was a wooden one: but A number | other countries." 0119 ges, and [ am glad

reibren, by his fath- [of years ago the wooden whee! was Profitable cotton growing In the Tu oAre ;““: busy yaars ara fown,
: to Marlinton, he|replaced by a wheel. made entirely of | United States depanda upon an un-| pie.re struggle soon s over, why ba 4
p tranaferred by |lron. This whaeal, twenby-one feat In | restricted world market, nol upon T AR e Bp

stharn Metbodist |diameter;. 1s-aa large allalr as water- | artiticlal ellorts to pag world prices. |y peeb. Father, Thy throne? 25 [0 0

rastorats of Dr. |wheslsgo.. Its circumlerence 1s ap- | Practical Government aid to the col-|. Lis g e . gt

took an  actlve, |prozimsiely sixty-six fest. and its|ton grower should be limited to help- | Thankful for riper years; & ° ¢ o == 00
tha work of the | face Is thres.fest and 3 hall across. ing him to produce the most salable  Thy guard and ' guidance ﬂ"“_‘ longs @
_ *“The watar: which furnishes tlhie |commodity at the lowest cost and to roads we've toms g gft:
inity caused o|power for the mill comes from alarge | clearlng trade channols of all ebsta- | Thy Presence throngh the day—in'.. =
==y death or the|spring a fourth.of & mile away. The [cles. World credits now ara malad- night's durl bours, — © '”"“.d"-"-'j\‘
sulnent and use- | water Is cartled along the hillside in |justed; tarlf walls check reclprocal | Luve, light and lead ms bome, * s &

b
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called aa he ser- 4 race to a polnt about a hundred feet | trade. - The right sort of Government 25 ¢ S
¢ #5 bw was com-|from the mill, and Is from there con-|co-operation can reduce international [Stars more lt:llﬁ:::llhh-. ¥ iR ‘i—"ﬁ. .
eths ol m:l vm:ers :-y-,-d across bo the water wheel in o |debs to a practical basla; 16 con read- lllulzl::.:xlurl:n mulurl;—:_ %‘é'}'g
* was ripealng. |large lron pipe on trestle work. The|just tarlll burrlers; it could give as- s L -
ot Lmong us wha | water wheal, belng much larger than | surancs thab Faru; Toard cotton will Thy vross, Thy :?I‘In,:-bnlhc.h:;{!:.. -
urgently sesded | Lhe wooden over-shot wheels, catching | not be dumped on an unwilling world Than any cruss
i sharch sod his | mare wa‘l.t;r in nrach pocket, and belng | market; It could refuss to conslder Help us to highar plane; ::_
i mara nearly parfect mechanloally, ra- |axport debentures and equalization s
years ago Mr. | volves mush [aster than the ﬂlﬂ*irpﬂ foes. "' Liburnlly,’" sAyS ﬁ'ﬁ-. Tather. Alone In darkest hours h..n kn'.t‘;w__n. -

= L bPoema o | wooaden wheals, “hundreds - of mlliona of P . Ill"lb—-ﬂlﬂl
.,":..—- s book-| “Although the water-wheel and|the earth now necd the prﬂlﬂu’h of ?.%‘hhﬂ_'“,_ o '!_H
-_::;h-:i Lumber | traamimlon gearing of the McNesl | United States-grown eotton, but they ﬁﬁmﬂl«mﬁulmw i

- ek :':pl-dl',l'- mill sre products of our tlme, the rest | lack the means of (ranalat Lhelr o kg
o e Ioig ﬂ::r- of the mill s old—practically what It {own surplus products Inte ing | Why should we have a fear,
-.‘P:Aun.t-"r‘mu fias slways besn. Tha grinding ma-|power, The most sffective “farm | For Shapherd of the sheep bids us
u-'::..u Wishinery b almost the same as that in |rellef Imaginable would come from come near, bl
FUrhased thair | wil of the oid wills, and Uie (rame of | rerived confidenca among investors | Undar the shadow of His wing sacur
R s buliding and of the meclianiam 1s | and help to the peopls who would| His lovingcare Is there.. = %
g S | ads of hawad timbers, a8 0 other | now buy our surplus wers they able) - SG C LT W.
i | ® Lol wnllls, A oo prinding  bunlness | b change bhisle own mll'lﬂlﬂ"l-".iﬂ“

Salontd wh L | e o im0 ke mill, which 1 | T e Ly a5 v
L Lmainnns s ] isady b dic) " . :'lh-. han al- feredit and cash. . ¢ i ] B i ey
; e Whiere v [t ol A '™ 1 . farmy relisf; LELY S

Lise  meadclsndobiio | t i Cormn, whest, snd n.m-t-;::g I “’:*:'qul:“ h""m__ﬂihﬂ

o ¥ alley BrE g el Fisar ol
- ‘ #f machines | followsd by the vonatructors op
o from is Dol | hiyew Lowir adddad o iin sijilpmant, aratom of the disastrous Hloover F‘“lw

wom U Llel b et i :
. “Hﬂ* ;IJ::::: l:-ll..“hl"‘l Clrmal willi psnr jr farm I"I“Iff-lluh-llll'l“" ml“!l'l'
Eewbar of hs ournal, ¥ :

Low ratly, —— . 1
of ihe toomi ue ANOTHER PANTHER Lesiia fieard was hurt by belng|™
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